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In accordance with the plan of the book, Grillparzer
has been largely allowed to speak for himself, both in
poetry and prose. The story of his life, as far as lie has
told it, possesses an interest which neither summary nor
comment could claim, and his own hand depicts as could
no other some of the social and political conditions of a
bygone age.

The writer has availed himself of the works of such
authoritative German biographers and critics of the
poet as Prof. August Sauer, the editor of Grillparzer's
collected works, Prof. Emil Eeich ("Grillparzers
Dramen"), Prof. Johannes Volkelt ("Franz Grillparzer
als Dichter des Tragischen"), Adalbert Faulhammer
("Franz Grillparzer: Eine biographische Studie"), Hein-
rich Laube ("Franz Grillparzers Lebensgeschichte"),
Wilhelm Scherer ("Franz Grillparzer: Beitrage zu
seinem Verstandnisse"), 0. E. Lessing ("Grillparzer und
das neue Drama"), as well as of Prof. Auguste Ehxhard's
admirable French biography: "Le Theatre en Autriche:
Franz Grillparzer."

It is the writer's hope that his volume may make clear
to an English-speaking audience not only the potency of
Grillparzer's own genius, but also the peculiar fascina-
tion inherent in the work of two other authors who have
shed lustre on their Austrian fatherland. Indeed, not a
few of the countrymen of Mozart and Schubert whose
writings have won fame throughout German-speaking
countries charm because of their distinctive national
flavor. German in speech and training, they are yet Aus-
trian to the core. One writer of this kind, the poet
and novelist Eosegger, has captivated the whole world.